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Good soil health is the key principle to successforganic farming
*QOrganic carbon, particularly humus is criticabtaccessful soil health
*Gives the soil an open friable structure

*Aids both drainage and water retention

*Buffers the soil pH towards neutral

*Minerals ions adsorb to carbon based coll

*Prevents the ions from leaching

*Encourages soil microorganisms that make mindnalswvailable
*Encourages beneficial soil microorganisms to pnégeil pathogens

Humic and other acids make inorganic mineralsavaHable



MANAGING GROUND COVERS

Cut plants add organic carbon into the
soll to feed the microorganisms and the
crop

The plants shed
heir root after
cutting or grazing




MANAGING GROUND COVERS

Crop has access to Sunlight

he Crop roots have
access to water and cutting or grazing
soil nutrients




Biological activity
In soll is
stimulated by
rootmass activity
which feeds
microbe
communities and
generates soill
carbon and
nutrients for the
crop

MANAGING GROUND COVERS













The other key is a balanced mineral rich soil.

A complete analysis solil test is used to assesstheral balance of the soill
The required nutrients are obtained as:

Ground minerals
Lime, dolomite, gypsum, rock phosphate, basaltrigudust

Soluble minerals
Trace elements and naturally mined potassium gu

Organic forms

Legumes, manures, organic mulch and naturally ocgufree bacteria for
nitrogen.

These are composted to speed up the process ofguhe minerals into
plant available forms.

SourcesHandrek (1990) Handrek (1992) Handrek (2002) Zim({2600)
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Weed Control

. A tractor and slasher are used to strip mow the rows

- Other areas are left untouched until later in the season.

- They are necessary as insectaries for beneficial insects.

- Twice a year cutting with a machete to clear plants missed by the tractor.






Weed Control

Change the ground cover balance from negatives that compete with crop to
positives

- Stabilises the soil and builds humus

- Nitrogen fixation

- Habitat for beneficials,

- Mulch and organic matter for trees and saill,

- Carbon and nutrient dumping into soil from plant roots.

- Chokes out many of the weed species

This weed management method produces a lush meadow style rather than
a city park look.
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The fruits are graded manually or mechanically
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